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thors of the holy Scriptures, when they {peak of natu- 
tal things, do not defign to inftruét men in Phyfical 
Speculations and the Science of Natural Philofophy ; 
but aim only to excite pious Aftections in their breafts, 


and to induce them to the Worfhip and Veneration of the 


true God, whom they celebrated in their Writings : 
whofe Power and Goodne/'s they therefore took all fair 
Occafions to demonftrate, that they might, from as well 
the natural as civil Order of things, eftablifh in the 


Lbs then being the only End they propofed to theme 
felves, they found themfelves obliged fo to explicate the 

_ wifible Works of God.and the nature of the things they 

were to-relate, as that they might not, by Novity and 


-PREMONITION | 


T is the Fudgement of mof? of the ancient Fathers 
of the Chriftian Faith, and of the moft learned 
. Theologues among the Miogerns ; that the Au-. 


Minds of the Readers a right and firm Belief thereof, 


Infolency, appear too remote and abborrent trom the 
ae os = coms 


ae eis ae eee 
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the inamediate, P 


Premonition ‘to the — 


common Sence and pre-conceiv'd Opinions of the V ma 


gar, to whofe narrow Capacity and groveling Wit they 
were always to conde/ cend ; yea even to Wwreft the gene- 
ral es and Ends of the whole Greationsn favour of 
the Peoples Prejudices, ~as if-all things mthe Univerfe- 
we:e ordamd only. for the good.and benefit of Man- 


kind. Nor could it conduce to this their. principal pure 
pofe, to infiSt upon {econd Caufes, or defer mush to: 


te " 


their E Efficacy: but rather in all Contingents or Events 


to recur immediately to God. bunfelf, the Firft Canfe, 


| Author: and Prefident of Nature ; omitting to give 


any acccunt of that Apparatus and long Series of 


Canfes, s. which P 


thefe pious Writers compendionfly refer all shings. to 
ower of God and to-his, irrefiftable 


Will a nd Command: leaping men to-learn from the 


Light of Nature or ‘yight Reafon, (which alone is able 


to teach it) that the. Power of God and the Power 
ot Nai ture are one and.the lame, , and that all her 


Laws.are bis eternal Decrees. For. their, bufine/s — 
was, not to treat of the Principles.of Natural. Philofoz 
phy. ( as I ihe before.). but to convince the. anthinking 


Multitude that God ts the Ougine e of dll, sings ‘that 
uni ve fal i lature 1. obedient to bu Will, 


Pravic ence prefides. over and 29 perns all. iNgSs\ as 


“eo 


well: 


PP lofophers ufe [0. yemark 1 iii: explicar é “ oe 
ting the Phenomena of Nature,, and which. Nature. ‘4 
her felf ufes in their pr satan: Whence it i, that 


sk uth at. has | 


: pel natur dl as ua $. inh be ef diffs and ae 


comniodates,. as. to make then confpire tothe good and 


happine/s: of thofe whe follow Piety and Vertue, and 
to the punifhment: of the Impious and Vicious ; and 
. the Multitudewas to be convinced, not by leading their 
Reafon with along Chain of Pre iff es and Conclufions 
‘Theologica 


3s but by furprizing their Imagination and 
accommodating Events to.their common. is adndad how: 
ever. unreafonable in bern elves. 


This well confider'd,as we are not to admire ifs we find 
‘in the holy. Scripture many memorable things: related . 
‘as Miracles} which yet notwithftanding proceeded from 
the fixe and innmaudigbla Or ‘der of Neture, and neccff ari- 
‘ly flowed froma Series of Canfes ordain’ d according to - 
ber eternal. Laws that is fr om God’s Decrees:/o ong! te 
we not rafhly-to accufe.any man of Infidelity, onl) be- 
-eaufe he re ufes ta beljeve,that thofe Miracles were ef= 


‘fettedby the tiximhediate Power of God, fuch as is not 
only inconfistent with, but point blank repugnant to the 


fundamental Laips seal Conftitutions of Nara which he 
“anhis infinite Wifdom hath made,and made fo ample and 
fertiljas toextend to the certain produédion of whatever 


Events he hath will’d and decreed. For fir ft,among the 


- many Miracles related to be done in favour of the limes 
Nites; there is ( rf thin’ _ hone, that can be ajo litically de= 


monftrated, to be: repugnant to. th eftablifhe Or te of 


= Nature: and je the Power 3 Go being in ‘Anite, that 
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Premonition tothe, ¢c. | 
of Nature inust be fo too,becaufe one and the fame with 
the Power of God;but bumane Underftanding 1s finite, 
and confequently incapable to know how far the Laws of 

Nature extend themfelves. Ina word therefore, If bya 
Miracle in the general, you underftand nothing elfe but 
a certain Work or Effect,the Canfes of which:cannot be. 
explicated by men ignorant of the Principles of: natvral 

things: J acknowledge many [uch Miracles to have been 
done in all Ages,and among all Nations. Nay more,if by 
a Miracle you mean that, the Canfes whereof tran ifcend. 

- the Capacity even of the moSt actite and profound Philoz 
fophersI will not deny,but that among the-many things 
yelated in the Scripttre,as Miracles, fome.are. found, that: 
in this fence alfo may deferve that name; becanfe I do 
not meafure the Power of Nature by the unequal Lineof 
humane Wit. But.if you will have a Miracle to be.fuch 

_avare Effect, which is. abfolutely above or (which ree 
ally:is all one)contrary to the Laws-of Nature or which 
cannot poffibly follow from her fixt and immutable Or- 
der: then Ldare not believe that any.fuch Miracle hath 
ever bappen’d ia Nature, left I oppofe God'to God, that 
is admit that God changes bis own Decrees; which from . 
the PerfeEtion of the divine Nature, I know to beime. 

-poffible. Ifyou,candid Reader,know fo too,I have al=_ 

“yeady faid more than ts ‘neceff. ~~a°the defence of this 
innocent Difcourfe, and therefore. acquie(ce in hope of 

being rightly under ftcod.. "RA Ao 


ferve, what Works 
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y ~~ Y¥ MIRACLES are underftood the admira- 
i ble or wonderful Works of God. But becaufe 
iB Mea following their own natural Reafon, are 
a2 ont to doubt, whether what is by a Prophet 
deliver'd for the Command of God, be truely the Com- 
mand of God, or not; Miracles in the facred Scriptures 


o 


are call'd Signs, as fignifying the WilRof God: as alfo in 


- Ethnick Writers, for the: fame Reafon, they are call'd 


Oftenta and Portenta, as {hewing or portending the di- 
vine Will concerning Things to come. That we may 
therefore underftand, what a Miracle 1s, we mutt ob- © 
thofe are, which men generally ad- 
mire or wonder at. The Things then, that caufe men to 
admire any Work or remarkable Effcct, are only: two. 
One is, 1f that Work be rare, the like whereof they have 
feldom or never {een done before : The other, if after the 
Work is done, they caxzzot conceive it to have been done 


by natural Caufes, but only by the immediate operation 


of God himfelf. For if we underftand the natural Caufes . 


of the Fact, however rare it be 5 or if we have often feen 


the like done before, though we do not conceive the na- 


tural Caufe thereof 5 we no longer admire it, nor call it 
a Miracle. Qua ufit quotidiano novimus C frequenti ex- 


. perientia, et eqs adinivamur, neq, ad Corum canfas invefti- 


oo. gan- 3 
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gandas multum excitarifolemews, quanquam fepe cceultiores 
fint mmventugs, difficiliores aliis, que ob raritaten, hominune 
_fludia. & aninos maxime occupant. ce 
Thus, for example, if we fhould hear an Ox or Horfe 
fpeak, we fhould call it a Miracle, becaule rare, and of 
which we are notable to imagine a natural Canfe. Thus: 
alfo in the generation of Animals, every unufual Error or 
deviation of Nature, might be held for a Miracle. But 
if a Man or any other Animal generate his like iz fhecie, 
though weare equally ignorant how this and thats per- 
form’d, we do not take it for a Miracle. Alfo if Man 
- fhould’be transform’d intoa Stone, ‘twould be a Méracle, 
_ -becaufe rare: but if Wood fhould be converted into a 
Stone, becaufe fuch converfion ts often feen, ‘tis no Méra- 
ele and ‘yet notwithftanding we areas ignoranthow God 
effets that converfion in Wood, as how he effects'it ina 
Man. The Ratn-bow that firlt appear’d in the Sky, was. 
‘a Miracle , becaufe the firrif, that 1s, the like had never- 
been feen before 5 and becanfe 1t was{hewn by God fora. 
_ Sign, to fignifie that the World fhould neveragain be de-. 
-ftroy’d bya Deluge. But at this day, becaufe Rain-bows 
are often feen, no man looks upon them as Miracles. 
Again, many wonderful Worksare produced by humane 
Art; yet becaufe after they are effected, we cometo un-. 
derftand how and by: what means, we therefore not ac- 
count them for Miracles. For, | 
 Admiration depends for the moft part upon men’s. 
Kuowledge and Experience, fo that what feems to. be a 
Miracle to oneman, feems not to be foto another.. And 
unskilfal and fuperftitious men are wont to take tor great 
Miracles thofe thmgs, which the Learned-and well expe- 
reenced do: not at all admire, Eclipfes of the Sun and 
Moon have in times paft been miftaken for {upernatural 
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- Effedtsand Prodigies by the Vulgar; while learned Aftro- 


nomers underftanding the natural Caufes of them, have 
certainly predicted them. Alfo cunning menconfederate 


among themfelves, clofely enquiring into and difcovering 


fome fecret actions of an unwary and fimple man, and af- 
terward relating them to him, have been held in great 
admiration, as if they had come to the knowledge of 
thofe Secrets by fupernatural means, by divine Revelation 
at leaft : when the fame Confederates have not been able 
fo eafily to impofe upon wary and prudent perfons. Ad- 
miration then (we fee ) 1s generally greater or lefs, ac: 
cording to the various degrees of Science and obfervatior 


-among men 3 the moft ignorant being moit prone to 


wonder : and the Cazes of Admiration, which many 
times makes.a‘Miracle of what is purely natural, wehaye 
found tobe Rarity and Iguorance, - ~ 17 259 

II. If this Difquifition be yet a little farther purfued, it 
willfoon appear, that Suaperfiztiox alfo contributes largely 
to the beliefof Miracles. For the Minds of men being nas. 


turally prone to be agitated betwixt Fear and Hope of 


the future. ( the two grand Paffions that govern humane 
life) thence it comes to pafs, that they very often fancy 
a certain extraordinary divine power in all Contingents 
which are unufual, and the natural Caufes of which they 
do not comprehend , as if thofe Contingents certainly 


proceeded, not from the order of Nature, but from an 


immediate operation of God tranfcending or changing 
that order 5 and that they prefignified fome good oz evil 
Fortune to themfelves. For the Vulgar thinks, that the 
Power and. Providence of God is then moft apparent, 
whenthey obferve any Event #zz{zalin Nature, and con- 
trary to the opinion they have from cuftom conceiv'd of 
Nature 5 chiefly if the Event feem to promife any thing 

ee Be ae of 


he or@ain’d them, without variation. 


(45) 


of Commodity or Advantage to themfelves : imagining 


that the Exiffence of a fupream Being can be by no way — 
better prov’d, thanby the inverfion of the courfe of Na- 


ture, which they fuppofe to happen in all unufual Events. 
Whence it is, that common Heads always accufe thofe 
Philofophers of Arheifiz and defign to extirpate the belief 
of God, at leaft of his Providence, who endeavour to ex- 


-plicate what they call Miracles by natural Caufes, and 


ftudy to underftand the Reafons of them : erroneoully 
conceiving, that God (forfooth) remains idle while Na- 
ture acts in her ufual Order, and on the contrary, that 
the power of Nature is fufpended, and the action of all 
natural Caufes arrefted or fruftrated, while God atts. 
Thus they form in their Brains confufed Notions of two 
diftin& Powers, one of God, vother of Nature, which 


yet they allow to be determined by God: but what to 


underftand by either of thefe Powers, and wherein the 


difference they fuppofe, confifts; they knownot. Only 


this they will tell you, that the unufual Works of Nature 
are Miracles or the Works of God; and partly out of 
blind Devotion; 4. e. Superftition, partly from an itch of 
oppofing wife men that ftudy Natures Laws and Conttitu- 
tions, they pleafe themfelves in their Ignorance, and 


think they pleafeGod too with their affected Aamsiration : 


not confidering how much they derogate from his infi- 
nite Wifdom, while they conceive the Laws of Nature by 


him made and eftablifh’d, infufficient to effect all things he - 


hath decreed to produce for the ends in order to which 

II. This popular Error feéms to derive its Original 
from the primitive Jews, who that they might convince 
the Ethyicks of their time, who adored vifible Gods, the 
Sun, Moon, Earth, Water, Air, @c. and thew them that 
ee ao thofe 


(oY ae ace. 
thofe Gods were weak and inconftant, or mutable, and 
under the Command of the invifible God whom them- 

- felves worthipped recounted to them the Miracles he 
had wrought for their fakes, as cogent Arguments that 
all Nature was by his Superintendency and Command di- 
rected only to their Commodity and: Advantage, other 
Nations the while having not an equal {hare of his Provi- - 
dence. A perfwafion fo agreeable and grateful to men, 
that to this day they have not ceas’d to feign Miracles in 
favour of themfelves,. that others might believe them to 
be more beloved by God, and dearer in the eye of his. 
Providence, than the reft of Mankind 5 yea more,, the fi- 

nal Caufe for which he at firft created, and. continually 

- direéts all things. What doth not the folly of the Vulgar 
arrogate to it felf; having not fo muchas one found con- 
ception.or thought concerning. either God or Nature, 

» confounding the eternal Decreesof God with the mutable 
-Placits of men, and feigning Nature to be fo narrow and 
limited, as that man is the chiefeft part of the whole . 

~ Creation ?. _ A ae ee | 
IV. Having from this brief Enquiry learned, what is. 
generally underftood by the word Miracle, what are the. 
Opinions and Prejudices of the Vulgar concerning Mira-- 
cles, and whence thofe Opinionsand Prejudices havepro- 
ceeded: urged as well by zeal for the Glory of God, 
(which is never propagated by erroneous conceptions of 
his Nature, Power, Wifdom and Providence) as by Cha- 
rity for the unlearned part of Mankind (which is always 
by Ignorance feduced into Superftition) | refolve to en- 
deavour by a few plain Reafons to fhew the unfoundnefs, 
yea the abfurdity of their DoGrine, who teach, that zz 
every Miracle God alts by a power distin& from, and fupe- 


rior to that of Nature, which is the univerfal Law by.him 
| | ; | * ordain. 
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ordain’d and‘fixt for government» of-his Creatures, 

Wy To effec this, I iperfwade ; my felt;: Tneed do no 
more: but convince the judicious Reader of the verity of 
‘thefe four things. (1 That xathing in the W. orld happess 
or comes to pass contrary to Nature, but that Nature Reeps 
an eternal, fixt, and immutable Order? (2.)) Lkat from Mi- 
‘ratles weeannot come'to understand and certainly know ¢i- — 
ther the Effence, or Existence, or Providence af God s but ) 
that all-thefé may far better be collethed frou the fixt and im- | 
mutable Order of Nature: (3.) “That the holy Scripture it — 

Self, by the Decrees and Volitions, and confequently the Pro- 
: vidence of God, underftands nothing elfé but the very fame. 

Order of Nature, which neceffarily follows from his eternal 
Laws « (4.) That moft men have erred in the mamer of 
anterpreting the Miracles recorded in the holy Scriptures.: 
For, thefe things being well prov’d, I fee not what can 
remain to fruftrate my prefent Defign, 9 9 5) 

. VI. Asfor the FIRST therefore, viz. that all Events 
happen according to the eternal Order of Nature 5 this may 
eafily be inferr’d even from hence, that whatfoever God 
wills or determines, involves eternal neceflity and truth. 
For, fince the IvteLec of God is not diftinguifh’d from. 

his Wl, and therefore tofay that God mils any thing, is 
allone with faying that he w#dersfands that very thing; 
by the fame necefiity which follows from the divine Na- 
ture and Perfection, it is a genuine and inevitable confe-_ 
‘quence, that for God to underftand any thing, as itis, is 
for him to will or decree the fame, as itis. But fince no- 
thing is neceflarily true, but only from the divine Decrees 
hence it moft clearly follows, that the univerfal Laws of 
Nature are the meer Decrees of God, whitch follow from 
the neceflity and perfedtion of the divine Nature. If 
therefore any thing fhould be contingent in Nature, that. 

| = ee fhould 


fhould be repugnant to her eternal Laws; thefame would’ _ 
| _ be repugnant alfo to the divine Decree, Intellect, and 

_ Nature: or if any man{hould affirm, that God does any 
‘thing contrary to the Laws of Nature, he would becom- 
pelld to grant alfo, that God acts contrary to his own: 
Nature, than which nothing can be more abfurd. The. 
fame may,be farther proved alfo by this, that the power _ 
- of Nature ts no other but the power and vertueof God; ~ 
: and the power of God no other but the very Effence of 

: God, and certainly that muft be eternally the fame or #m- Ht 
: mutable. ‘Nothing therefore canbe centingentinNature, = =. ~—|/) | 
: ‘that is repugnant to ‘her univerfal Laws; naythat isnot — vie 
_ conventent or agreeable to them, or follows not ‘from 

_ them, For whatfoever is done, is done by the Will and. 
: 

| 

: 

: 

: 

: 

: 


eternal Decree of God , 7. e. is done according to the - 
Laws and Rules , which involve eternal ‘nece(fity and 
“truth, and which though they be not~all known to us, . 
are perpetually without the leaft omiffion’ or ‘deviation. 
firictly obferv’d by Nature. Nor does any found Reafon: 
urge us toaferibe a Gwited power and vertue toher, orto. 
_think that her Laws are fit only for' {ome ‘certain Events, 
-and not forall. ' For, 'fince the ‘vertué and power of Na- 
ture is the fame with the vertueand power of Gods and. 
_herLawsand Rules, his Decrees (as was ju(t(now prov’d:) 
we are obliged to believe, that the power of Natureisiz- | eS |. 
finite, and her Laws fo made, as to extend their forceto. a 
_ all things concetw’d by the divine Underftandine. Other. |e. 
wife we could not avoid ranning into that dangerous Er- 
ror of the Multitude, that God hath’ created Nature {o. 
impotent, and given her Laws and Rules fo barren, as_ 


that he is compell’d fometimes'to help her by new ‘Ordi- 
: lances and fupplies of Vertue, in order to her Support _ 


| and Confervation, and that thingsmay fucceed according - 


> 


‘to his Intention-and Defign, An Error than, which, no- 
thing is more alien from Reafon, nothing more unwor 
| thy the Majefty of the divine Nature, 
oe "Now from thefe Pofitions, that in Nature nothing can 

| happen or come:to pafs, which doesnot follow from her 

| Laws ; and-that her Lawsextend themfelves to allthings — 
| -conceiv’d by the divine Underftanding 3.and1n fac 
— ae that Nature keeps a fixt and immutable Order: from thefe 

Hl undeniable Truths, I fay, it moft clearly follows , that 
the name ofa Miracle cannot be otherwife underftood, 
— than refpecFively to the, opinions of men, and that a Miracle 
—  fignifies nothing elfe but. a Work, the natural Caufe of whicl 
He swe are nut abletoexplicate by the example of anot her ufually 3 
| —— obfere'd by ws at leaft he 1s not able to explicate, who 


a3 -.__._werites-or relates the Miracle. I mi ‘ht fay, that a Miracle 


3a “isthat, of which we are not able, by the light of Nature, 


“to explain the Caufe from the Principles we underftand 
i of natural things : but, becaufe Miracles have been 
a wrought , Ad captum Vulgi , to convince the Vulgar, 
| a | which was wholly ignorant of the Principles of natural 
3 oa things; certain. itis, the Ancients took that for a Mira- 
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ele; which they, could. not explain in, the, fame ménnet, 
- by which the Vulgar is wont to explain, natural things, 
ti -< namely by recurring to Memory, fo as to recal to mind 
t another like thing, which they are wont to imagine with- 
a. —. gut admiration... For the Vulgar always think they then 
2 ae fafficiently underftand any thing,.. when they do not ad- 
i mire it. Nor doth it appear, that either the Ancients in 
their Times, or any of their Succellors fince even down 
i to ours, have had any other Criterzox or Rule whereby 
oe ~~ todifcern Miracles from other Contingents, 7. ¢. infolite 
. or rare Events from wfual,. befides, this here mention’d, 
, _ wiz, that thee feem’d capable of Explication from the | 
| | known 
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known Principlesof natural things, but t4o/é not, accor 

ding to the judgement of the Vulgar. And therefore we 
are not forbidden to think, that in the /acred Writings 
themfelves many things are related as Miracles, of which 


‘fufticient Caufes may be given from the-kn own-Principles 


of natural Philofophy 5 and that too without any the | 
leaft derogation from either the Glory of God,’ or the Au- 
thority of the Writers, or from the {cope or end for which 


the things were done and written; asI defign to prove 


when:I fhall have conducted’ the Reader to the 4th. and 
laft-Head_of this brief Difcourfe, which concerns the Jv- 


_ terpretation ot Miracles’ For now theClew of my Method 


bringsustoctie 3 Ua jen Cai Cin Simlt oe) Tisha 

VEE SECOND Pofition, viz. That from Miracles, 
nerther the Effence, nor the Exiftence, nor the Providence — 
of God can be.underitood by uss but onthe contrary, tht 


all thefé may be'better perceiv'd'from the fixt andinvariable 
Order of Nature, which to demonftrate I thus proceed. 


Forafmuch as the Exiffence of Godis not per feknownto 
us, “it ought to ‘be! neceflarily- concluded from Notions, — 

whofe’ verity isfo evident, firmand impregnable, that no 
power can be given or conceiv'd; by «which they can be 
changed 5 to.usat leaft, from the time wherein wecon- 
clude upon the Exiftence of God from them, they ought 
to appear fuch, if we will fecure our'Conclufion fiom all 
poffible Doubts : for 1f we could conceive that thofe No- 


tons might be changed by any Power, whatfoever it be 5 


then fhould we doubt of their verity, and confequently 


of thatof our Conclufion alfo, namely of God’s Exiftence, 


nor could we ever becertain of any other thing whatever. 
Belides this, we «know not this or that thing to beiaccor- 
ding to Nature, or vepugvant to it, unlels we canevince _ 
the fame to be convenient, or repugnant to thofe funda- — 
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Ae 
mental Notions: or Principles... Wherefore if we could 
conceive any thing in Nature poffible to. be done by any: 
Power whatever, that is:repugnant to Nature 5 that 
thing would be repugnant to thofe firft Notions, and fo 

—ought-to be rejected.as abfurd 5 orelfe. (as was juft now 
intimated .). we muft doubt of the truthof thofe firft No- 
tions, and by confequence alfo of the Being of God, and. 
of all other things whatever and howfoever perceivd. Mi- 
racles then, ifunderfteod to be Works repugnant to.the 
fixt. Order'of, Nature, are fo far, from evincing the Exi- 
{tence of God, that’on-the contrary. they would make us 
doubt of it; when without them we might be abfolutely: 
(3 . eertain of the fame, knowing that all things in Nature: 
+ — followa fixt and. immutable Order. But let it be fuppos’d, 
ae that what cannot. be explicated : by..natural Caufes, is a 
~ Miracle 5.which may be underftood:two ways, either as. 
that whichhathindeed natural.Caufes, but fuchas cannot. . 
be inyeftigated: by. humane Underftanding 5 or as that 
which. hath no. Caufe but only the Will of God. .Now- 
becaufe all. things that.are- done: by. natural Caufes,. are: 
done alfo by the fole Power and Will of'God 5: we are un-. 
der.a plain neceflity of coming to thisConclufion, That 
a Miracle, whether it be effected: by.natural:Caufes, or- 
not, is a Work that tranfcends, humane Undert{tanding :: 
but.from a Work that tranfcends humane. Underitanding, 
we can know nothing::, for whatever we clearly: and di- 
(indy, underftand,,.-muft. come to. be underftood by us, 
either by it felf,. or by fome other thing which weclearly 
and. diftin@ly underftand-; therefore from a.Miracle or 
~ Work that tranfcends our Capacity, »we can-underftand: 
neither the Efezce of God, nor his Exsftenee, nor hisPro-: 
widence, nor any thing-elfe concerning him, or his:Mini-. 
fier Nature.. But on the contrary, fince we certainly. 
. know, 
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’ know, that'all things are determined and decreed by- — 


God, ‘that,the Operations of Nature follow from the Ef 


fence‘of God, and-that.the Laws of Nature are the eter- 


nal Decrees and Volitionsof God 5 we are obliged abfo- 
lutely to conclude, that we fo much the better know 
God,and his Will; ‘by-how much the better we know na- 
tural things, and more-clearly underftand how they de- 
pend upon their firft'Caufe, and how they,eperate accor- 
ding to the eternal Laws of Nature. Wherefore by rea- 
fon of our Underftanding, thofe Works that we clearly 
and diftin@ly underftand, are with much more right to © 
be-call’d the Works of God, and to bereferr'd to his Will, 
than thofe we do-not at all underftand,; although they 
ftrongly exercife the I~agination, and ravifh men into 
admiration of them: forafmuch as only thofe Works, of 
Nature, which we clearly and diftin@ly underftand, ren- 
der the knowledge of God more fublime, and moft clear: 
ly thew his Will and Decrees... They therefore. that when 
they do not underftand a thing, - have recourfe to the W7#/ 
of God, talk impertinently, {hew more of bigotry than 
Wit, and ridiculoufly profes their Ignorance. 

VII. Moreover, could.we conclude any thing from 
Miracles, yet. we could neyer.thence conelude of the Ex- 


-iStense of God... For fince a Miracle isa Work /rwited, and 


never implies any but a certain and limited-Power: moft 
certain and evident it is, that from fuch an Effect we can- 
not rightly infer the Exiftence of a Caufe whofe Power | 
is infinite, but at moft. of a, Caufe whole Power is greater. 


fay, «f most 5 becaufe. from, many Caufes. concursing 


there may follow fome Work, whole Force and Power is 
indeed Jefs than,tthe Power of all its Caufes put together, 
but far greater than the Power of any one of them taken 
fingularly... But becaufe the Laws of Nature (as! have 
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already fhewn ) extend themfelves to éa/fmite things, and 


are conceiv'd by us under acertain femblance of Eternity, 


and Nature according to them proceeds in. a certain and 


 tmimutable Order 5 thofe very Laws do in fome meaftire- 
' Indicate to us the Lu finity, Eternity, and Lunutability of 


God.. I conclude therefore, that by Miracles we cannot 


know God, and his Exiftence, and this Providence ; but 


that thefe may be far better concluded from the fixe and 
immutable Order of Nature. In this Conclufion [ {peak 
ofa Miracle as underftood to be nothing elfe but aWork 
fo. For, if it were fippofed to deftroy the Order of Na- 
ture, orto interrupt it, or to be repugnant’ toits then 
certainly it could not only give usno knowledge of God, 


that tran{cends humane Onderjtanding, Oris believ'd todo. 


but on the contrary would take from us all the knowledge 
we naturally have, and make us doubt of God, and of 

_ alloother things 24609001 510m DOO foognuwiice sic ih 

~ Nor-do-1 here acknowledge any difference: betwixt a: 


Work coztrary to Nature, and a Work above Natures, 


that is Cas fome are pleas'd to fpeak’) a Work not in- 


truth repugnant to Nature, but which cannot be produ- 


cea of effected by her Power alone’ For fince a Miraele. 


1s done, Now extra waturan, fed in ipfe natura 5 though 


- dt'be held: to be /upravatiram, yer (ill mutt it interrupt 

the Order of Nature, which weconceive to.be, fronrthe 
Decrees of God, fixe and: immutable. If therefore any: 
thing {hould’be done ‘in Nature} that fhowld not follow. 


from her Laws 5. it would neceflarily be repugnant to the 


eltablifh’d'in the Univerfe 5. and confequently ‘the belief” 
ofit would make us doubt of all things elfe, and lead us 


into Atheifa. ~ And ‘thus; if Tbe not ‘erofly ‘nitiftaken in 


the force of the Reafons here alledged,- have fufficiently. 


demon- 


. secretes 


- 


demonftrated what in the fécond place I intended : and’ 
from the fame Reafons I take liberty to conclude de zovo, 
that a Miracle againft Nature, or above Nature, is a_ 


meer abjurdity; and therefore that by a. Miracle in holy 
Scripture nothing elfe can rightly be underftood, bur: 
fuch a Work of Nature, which either really tranfcends 
humane Underftanding, or 1s believ’d to do fo. bale 

IX. Neverthelefs, for more affurance of the truth of 
this new Doctrine, [think my felf concern’d to confirm 


that part of it which affirms, that from Miracles we cannot 


know God. Thist humbly conceive may be done by ha- 
ving recourfe to the Authority of the holy Scriptures them- 
felves. For, thoughthey nowhere ex profefo and plainly 


teach that Pofition, viz. that God is not made hkuown to 


ws by Miracles + yet notwithftanding there are found in 
them many places, from which rightly underftood, ‘the: 


fame may be concluded eafily and genuinely. Among 


thefe, chiefly from that of Denteronomy 13. where Mojes 
commands the people of I/rael to put to death a falfe and. 


feducing Prophet, though he fhould work Miracles. The: — 
words of the Text are thefé in our moft correct Tranflati-- 


on. If there arifé among you a Prophet, or a dreamer of 


dreams, and giveth thee a Sign or a Wonder, —. And the 


Sign or Wonder come to:pa|s, whereof he (pake unto thee, [ay- 


ing, Let ws go after other Gods ( which thou hast not known ) | 
-Lhou fhalt not hearken unto. 


and let us ferve thent’s 
thewords of that Prophet, or that. dreamer of dreanes ; for 


the Lord your God proveth you, to kiuzow. whether you love 
the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your foul, 


——And that. Prophet, or that.dreaner of dreams hall be 


put to death, &c. From which it clearly follows, that Mi-- 


racles may be wrought even by fal Prophets, and that. 


men, unlefs they be well guarded by the true knowledge. 
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and. cordial Love of God, may as eafily be induced by | 
Miracles to embrace and ferve falfe Gods, asto acknow- 
ledge and worfhip the trve God. For he adds, becaufe the 

Lord your God proveth you, to kvow whether you love 
hint, &e. St es. ene ita 3) 

Secondly,-The J/aelites could not from fo many Mira- 
cles form in their mindsany found Conception or Notion 
of God. or his Providence 3 as Experience it fclf teftifies, 
For, when they had perfwaded themfelvesthat Moyes was 
gone from them, prefently they importune Aaroz to fur-_ 
nifh them with vifible Deities, and (to the indelible fhame 
of their Nation) embrace the Image of a Calf for anIdea, 
or Reprefentation of their God, which they at length from, 

_ {9 many Miracles form’d to themfelves. Afapa alto, though 
he had often heard of, and believ’d all the Miracles done 
among shis Anceftorsy yet doubted of God's Providence, 
and had deflected from the right way of abfolute depen- 
dance thereupon, had he not at laft underltood true Hap- 
pinefs to confift only therein, and Religion in Juftice and 
Charity ; aswe read in Pjal73. Nor was Solomon him- 
felf though. excellent in Wifdom, and King of the Jews 
too, even when the Affairs of that Nation were at the 
higheft point of Profperity 5 able to form to himfelf any 
competent Notion of God, after all he had read concern- 

-ingthe Miracles recorded in the Books.of Mojes. .For he 
more than once. ( Ficelef. 3. v. 19, 20,21. and Chap.’9. 


2,3 &c..) confefleth, he fafpected all things tohappen 
by Chance: fo far feems he to have been from concluding 
2 divine Providence from belief of thofe Miracles. And 
as for the Prophets; it may be without much labour col- 
lected from their Writings, that few or none of them well, 
underftood, how the Order of Nature and the Events of 
men could be brought to confift with the cogs ie or 
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Notion they had form’d in their Mind of the Providence 
of God : which yet hath been always very clear to Phi- 
fofophers, who endeavour from clear Conceptions rightly 
to underftand things as they are 3 thofe Imean, who con- 
ftitute true Felicity in nothing but Vertue and Tranquil- 
lity‘of Mind, not {tudying to bring Natureto obey them, 


but on the contrary to bring themfelves to obey Nature : 


as certainly knowing, that God directs Nature, as the uni- 
verfal Lawsthereof, not as the particular Laws of humane 
Nature require 5 and fo that he takes care not only of 


" Mankind , but of the whole Univerfe. Conftant it is 
therefore, and that too even from /acred Writ, that Mira- 


cles do not give a true -knowledge of God, nor clearly 
teach his Providence 5 whichis what I defigned to prove. 
And as for what ts fourid in fome places of the Scripture, 
that to fome unattentive Readers may feem perhaps irre- 
concileable to this my Doétrine 5 as ¢in Exod. 10.v. 2:) 
that God hardued the heart of Pharaoh and the hearts of bis 
Jervants, and fhewed wonderful Signs before them, that the 
Ifraclites. might know him to- be God: it doth not follow 
from thence, that Miracles do in truth teach us to know 
and acknowledge God; but only that the Fews had fuch. 
Opinions, as that they might be eafily convinced by thofé. 
Miracles. For evident ‘it ts, that: the-Prophetick Reafons 
mentioned in Scripture, or fuch as are formd from Reve- 
lation, are drawn, not from univerfal and'¢ommon Not — 
ons, but from the granted .¢however abfird’) Opinions: 
of thofe to whom the things are reveal’d® or whom the 
holy Spirit intends to:convince. Which might here, if FE . 
had not firmly. refolv’d not to prolong: this Difcourfe by 
Digreflions, be prov’d from many Examples, ‘and‘alfo by 
the teftimony of St. Pan/, who with thé Greeksmade him- 


his- 


r 16, J. | He 


his Do€trine fometimes to the common Opinions of th 


Gretians; {ometimes to thofe of the Jews. But though 
the Miracles done in the fight of the Egyptiavs might con- 
vince them, and the Jews alfo, from their common Opi- 


_nions: yet could they not give a true Idea and knowledge 


of God, but only bring both Nations to concede, that 
there wasa divixe Numen more powerful than all-things 
known to them, and that this divzve Numez took more 
care of the Hebrews, all whofe Affairs at that time fuc- 
ceeded moft happily even above their hope, than of the 
Egyptians or any other People whatever 5 but ‘not that - 
God.takes equal care of all men, which Philofophy alone can 
teach. And therefore the Fews,. and all other men who 


have not, unlefs from the difparile ftate of humane Af 


fairs and the unequal Fortune of men, known the Provi- 
dence of God, have perfwaded themfelves that the: Fems 
Nation was more beloved by God than the-reft of Man- 
kind, though the Fews exceeded not the reft inthe Perfe- 
Ctions of humane Nature, or in their Inclinations to Ver- 
tue and Piety 5 as may be fuon collected from their Hifto- 
ry. [conclude therefore, that Miracles teach not men the 
true knowledge of God and of hisProvidence : and find 
my felf at liberty to proceed to my 235349 
XK. THIRD Pofition, which. you may remember to 
be this; That according to the true fence of the holy Scrip- 
tures themfelves, by the Decrees and Commands of God, 
and confequently by the Providence of God, wothing elfe is 


— fignified but the fixt and iamutable Order of Nature + that 


is, that when the Scripture faith, that fuch or {uch athin 
wasdone by God. or by the Williof God, it doth really 
mean no. other but this, that the Fac was perform‘d ac- 
cording to the Laws and Order of Natures; not as the 
Vulgar thinks, that Nature ceas’d to proceed in her pes 
s 3 | courle 


* 
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courfe whilft the thing was in doing, or that her Order 
was for fome time interrupted. The Scripture indeed 
doth not directly teach fuch things which belong not to 
the Doétrine thereof ; becaufeit defigns not to fhew the 
‘Natural Caufes of things, nor to teach things meerly fpe- 
eulative : and therefore what! here propofe to my felf to 
prove, muft. be by confequence deduced from fome Hi- 
ftories ofthe Scripture, which are cafually related prolixiy _ 
and with many Circumftances. Of which I will produce | 
a few, as Examples of the reft. a | 
In the firft Book of Samuel, chap. 9. and verf 15,8 16. 
it is related, that God reveal’d to Sawel, that he would 
fend Sau] tohims and yet God fent him not exprefly, as 
men are wont to fend Meflengers on purpofe to others, 
but this Miflion of Saul by God was nothing but the very 
Order of Nature. ForSaz/ was in queft of Affes which he 
had loft ( asis relatedin the fame Chapter ) and now de- 
liberating to return home without them, by the countel 
of hisServant he diverts his Journey to the Prophet Sa- 
muel, to know from him where he might find his Affes, nor 
can it be collected from the whole Narration, that he had © 
any other Mandatefrom God, befides this Series of natu- 
ral Caufes or Order of Nature, to addrefs himfelf to 
Samuel | ee 
In Pfalw 105. v.24. tis faid, that God changed the 
mind of the Egyptians, fothatthey hated the Children of 
Jfrael 5 and yet that this w#tation allo was wholly natu- 
ral, appears from Exod. chap. 1. where an account is gi- 
ven of the Reafon, and that no light one neither, why 
the Egyptians reduced the IfracHtes to Servitude, v7. left - 
the Lraelites being grown too numerous and mighty, 
fhouldin cafe of War joyn with their Enemies and avers 
power them. | hilar tae cae late tt ala ae 
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found many Circuxestances, though not always noted in. 


age A SIE 


Ih Gene. 9..v.13. God faith to Noah, that he would 
give the Rainbow inthe Clouds for a Sign : which action 
of God was no other but a.certain refradtion.and reflexj-. 
on of the Rays of theSun, which they fuffer'din the {mall 
drops of Water. whereof the Cloud confifted. So that the- 
Phenomenon it {elf was then (as now.) a natural Meteor, - 
only the Sigvality was new.. ene ar: 

In Pfalw 147.v. 18, the natural ation and warmth of 
the Wind, by. which the Hoar-froft and Snow arethawed_ 
and melted, is call’d the Word of God 5 and fo are the 
Wind and Cold alfo in verf.15. In like manner. Wind. 
and Fire are call’d in -P/al. 104. werf- 4. God’s Angels and: 
Minifters. All which places, with many other of the like 


importance frequently occurring in facred Writ,moft clear- 


ly thew, that the Decree, Command, Saying, and Word of 
God, fignifie nothing elfe but the Adiox and Order of Na-- 
ture < and therefore it is not to be doubted; but that all 
the Mrracles recounted in the Scripture, came to pats za-. 
turally 5 and yet notwithf{tanding are duely referr’d to. 
God, becaufe his Power and the Power of Nature are one. 
and the fame; and becaufe it is nog the defign of the 
Scripture to explain Events by. their maturalCaufes, but. 
only torelatethofe, which furprize the Imaginations and 
that-alfoin fuch a method and {tyle, which ferves more. 
familiarly and eafily.to excite Admiration, and eonfequent- . 


ly Devotion inthe Minds of the Vulgar, If therefore in: 


the Scripture there be found fome. Thin gs. or Facts, whofe. 
Caufes we underftand not,.and which feem to have been. 
done befides or contrary to the Order of Nature 5 they. 
ought net to amufe us, ner-to hinder-us from believing, 


that what hath realiy hapned, hapned naturally. Which. 


ig yet farther.confirmed , by: this, that .in Miracles were. 


the.. 


C19 ) 
the Narrations, chiefly when they are defcribed in.a Poe- 
tick {tyle: the Cércumftances, I fay, of Miracles thew 
clearly, that they require natural Caufes.. For inftance, 
| toinfeft the Egyptians with Scabs, it was requifite Mo/es 
fhould {prinkle Afhes of the Furnace upward into the Air, 
 _ €Exoed.9.v. 8.) Lecutts alfo atthe naturalCommandof _ 
‘God, namely by an Eaft-wind blowing ftrongly a whole - 
day and anight, came up and cover’dthe Land of Egypt: _ . 
and left it again, being carried away by as mighty a Weft- = 
wind (Exod. 10. v. 14,19.) By the fame Command of 
God, namely an Eaft-wind, that blew moft {trongly the © 
whole night, the Red Sea gave way to the [raclites (Ex- 
od.14. v.21.) The fame may be inferr’d alfo from the 
manner of the Prophet E/z/ba’sraifing up the Shuzamites 
Son, that perhaps only. feem’d to be dead. For Eliz 
thought it neceffary to Jay his Body upon the Childs Bo- 
dy, to put his Mouth upon his Mouth, - his Eyes upon bis 
Eyes, his Hands upon his Hands, and to ftretch himfelf 
often in that pofture; and allthis to excite Heat and Me- 
tion in the vital Parts of the Child, and Sternutation in 
his Brain, until the Child open’d his Eyes firft, and then 
neez d feven times. More Examples of this kind might 
eafily be brought hither out of the Books of the Old Te- 
feament, were not thefe already alledged fufficient to | 
evince, that various Circumftances and natural Actions are 
requir’d to the production of Miracles, and confequently 
that they are all effected by God according to the Order 
of Nature, not by interrupting or perverting it, I {ee not 
therefore, why it may not be lawful for us to believe, 
_ that though the Circumftances of Miracles be not always 
_ déliverd in the Narrations of them, nor their, natural 
Caulesaffign’d; yetthey were not effected witheut thenr 
The fame is conftant alfo from Exod, 14. 7.27. where’tis 
| Ve only 
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only related infhort, that at the bare beck of Mofes, and 
the {tretching forth of his Hand, theSea flowed back up- 
onthe Egyptian Hoft, without the leaft mention of any 
Wind that might impel the Waters: and yet in the Caz- 
tzcle, or Song of Mofes, (chap.15.v. 10.) "tis {aid ex- 
pre{ly, this Miracle was perform'd by God’s blowing with 

4 molt violent Wind upon the Sea, } ae | 
AL. Here fome perhaps will objec?, that we find in the: 
Scripture very many things, which feem abfolutely inca- 

- pable of Solution by any natural Caufes whatfoever ; as. 
that the Sins of men could caufe Famine, and their Pray- 
ers bring down Rain and canfe Fertility ofthe Earth, and 
that Faith could reftore Sight to-the Blind; and. others. 
equally ftrange, But this Objection [have ( Fthink ) 
prevented, where I aflerted, that-it 1s not the defign or. 
icope of the Scripture.to teach the knowledge of things. 
by their next Canfes, but only to relate them in that Or. © 
der or Method, and in: thofe Phrafes, by which it may 
moft efficacioufly move men, and chiefly the Vulgar, to, 
Devotion and Reverence toward God; for which Reafon 
itinany times {peaks of natural, things, yea even.of God 
himfelf very improperly 5 as aiming to. affect.and occupy 
the Isaginzation of men, not to convince their Reafoz,. 
For fhould the Scripture relate the Fall and Devaftation- 
of any Empire, Kingdom, or Commonwealth, as politich' — 
Fiistorians are wont to do, affigning all the remote, con. 
current ,. and proxime Caufes. thereof’: the Narration — 
would not at all affect and commove the common People : 
who yet are apt to be ftrongly furpriz'd, and as it were 
eharm’d into Admiration and Devotion,. when the whole. - 
Revolution.is defcribed in Strains and Figures of Poefe, 

and referr'd only to'the immediate Power and Decree of 
God. When. therefore the Scripture relates, that the — 
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Earth. became barren for the Sins of men, or that the 
Blind recover’d Sight by Faiths we have no more reafon - 
to be. moved to-admiration, than when it tells us, that 
God is axgry, forrowfil, penitent of his Promifes or Fats, 
mindful of his Promife upon fight of the Sign pre-ordain’d, 
and many other like things, which are either deliver'd 
Poetically, cr related according to the pre-conceiv’d 


Opinions and Prejudices of the Writer. Wherefore we 


here abfolutely cozelude, that all the Events that are true- 
ly related inthe Scripture to have come to pafs, proceeded’ 
neceffarily (as all other Contingents do) according to 
the immutable Laws of Nature; and that ifany thing be 
found,, which can be apodidtically demonftrated to be re- 
pugnant to thofe Laws, or not to have followed from 
them: we may fafely and pioufly believe the fame not to 
have been dictated: by divine Infpiration, but impioufly 
added to the facred Volumes: by facrilegious men: for: 
whatever is again{t Nature, is againft Reajow; and what-. 
ever is again{t Reafon, 1s 2b/urd, and therefore alfo to be 
rejected and refuted. | Prey 
XII. But left any man fhould, by: mifmterpreting any: 
Miracle, fufpect that he has: found in the Scripture fase: : 
thing that is repugnant to the Light of Nature or right: 
Reafon; it concerns me now tocometothe FOURTH 
and Jaft Part-of-my prefent Subject; ox. the Interpretati-- 
ow of Miracles. Of this therefore F will deliver a few of 
many Thoughts, and by an Example or. two-endeavour ’ 
to illuftrate them... , se —— 
It very.rarely happens, that men relate any Aion fim- 
ply, and-as it was really done, without mixing with it~ 


fomewhat of their own Judgement. Nay when they fee- 


or hear any.thing new and furprizing, unlefsthey circum-- 
fpeGly defend themf{elves from. their own pre-conceivid: 
| | | Opini=- 
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have come to pafs; chiefly if the thing done exceed the 
Capacity of either the Reporter, or the Hearer, and when 


_ the fame is likely to bring fome confiderable Advantage 


or Emolument tothe Reporter, if 1 be believ’d to have 
come to pafs infuch or fucha manner. Hence doubtlefg 
it comes, that men 1n their Chrovicles and Hisfories rather 
relate their own Conjectures and Opinions, than things 
as they were really done; and that one and the fame Cate 
or Event isby two men, of different Opinions and Judg- 
ments, fo diverlly related, that they feem to fpeak, nor 


of one Cafe, but two 5. andin fine, that it isnot very dif 
ficult to.a man that reads with attention, to inveltigate — 


the) Opinions of the Chrozagrapher or Hiftoriaz meerly 


from his Narrations. To confirm this, I might bring hie 


ther many Examples, as well of Philofophers, who have 
written Natural Hiftories, as of Chroxographers; if I did 


not think it fuperfluous fo todo. I will therefore content: 


my {elf with one pertinent and remarkable Example taken 
out of holy Scripture, and then leave the Reader fromm 
thence to judgeof the reft. © | } 

In the time of Fofhua, the Hebrews ( perhaps with all 
other Nations.) believing the Sv to: be carried round 


the Heavens in itsdiurnal Motion, andthe Earthto ftand» 
full perpetually: 5. accommodated ‘to this their pre-cons: 
ceiv'd Opinion, the Miracle that happen’dto them, wher. 
they were fighting againft thofe five Kings ofthe Amo- 


rites... For they have not.fimply related; that’ that: day 


wasilonger than any other day 5 but that the Sun’ and 


Moon then f{tood {till, or ceas'd from their Motions, And’ 


this: could not but ferve mightily to their advantage, at 


that 


Opinions, they are forthemolt part prone to befo blinded 
and pre-poflefsd by them, that they apprehend in their 
Brain quite another thing than what they fee or hear to ~ 
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that time, to convince their Ethxick Enemies, who ado- 
red the Suz and Moow, and to prove by Experience it 
felf, that thofe celeftial Luminaries were under the Com- 
mand of anotherGod, at whofe beck they-were forced to 
{top their Courfe, and change their natural Order. 
Wherefore they conceiv'd, partly from Religion, partly 
from: their pre-conceiv’d Opinions, the thing to have 
_ come to pafs. far otherwife than it might really have hap- 
pend 5 and related thefame accordingly. To interpret 
therefore Scripture- Miracles, and to underftand from the 
Narrations of them, how they really happen’d ; ’tis ne- 
ceflary.to know the Opivions of thofe who firk reported 
them, and who-tranfmitted them down to after-Ages by: 
their Writings; and to diftinguifh the Narrations from 
that which their Authors Senfes might reprefent to their 
furpriz’d Imaginations : otherwife we fhall confound 
_ their Opinions and Judgements with the Miracle it felf, as 
 itreally cameto-pafs; nay more, we {hall confound alfo 
things which-have really happen’d, with’ things purely 
zmaginary, and which were only. Prophetick Reprefentati-. 
ons. For in Scripture many things are related’as real, and’ 
which were alfobeliev’d'to be real even»by the Relators. 
themfelves:; that: notwithftanding were only Reprefenta- 
tons form’d in the Brain, and meerly imaginary: asthat.. 
God, the fupream Being, defcended'from- Heaven (Ex-- 


od. 19.v,28. and Deuteron.5.v, 28. upon Mount S7zaz, 
and that the Mountain therefore {moak’d} becaufe God. 
came down upon it furrounded with F ire; that Elis 
afcended to. Heaven in a fiery Chariot drawn-by fiery” 
Horfes: which were only Reprefentations accommoda-- 
ted to their Opinions, who deliverd them -down to us, . 
as they had been reprefented tothem, viz, as things adtu- 
ailydone,. For all men of Underftanding above the Rab- - 
a. | : : | | ble, a 


. os LC 2a oe 

ble, know, that God hath no right nor left Hand, that 
he is neither moved nor quiet, uncircumfcrib’d by Place, 
but abfolutely infinite, and that in him are comprehend- 
—edall Perfections. All thele Proprieties of his, I fay, are 
known to thofe confidering men, which judge things from 
‘the Perceptions of a pure InteV/ec#, and not as the Imagi- 
nation is affected by the outward Senfess as the Vulgar is 
wont, which therefore imagines God to be Corporea/, and 
like an Emperor fitting ina Throne above the Stars in the 
Convexity of Heaven, the diftance of which they believe 
not tobe very great from the Earth. From thefe grofs 
Imaginations and Opinions of common Heads it 1s, that 
the Writers of holy Scripture, accommodating their Nar- 
rations many times to vulgar Capacities, defcribe many 
Events in Expreflions familiar and fuitable to thofe pre- 
conceiv’d Opinions 5 which therefore ought not to be re- 

ceiv’d by Philofeplers asreal. Befides, to underftand how 

Miracles really happen’d, tis requifite to be well vers’d 

inall the Idiows, Phrafés and Tropes of the ancient He- 

brews : for he that doth not underftand and attend to 

all thefe, will be apt to feign and add to the Scripture ma- 

ny Miracles, which the Writers of it never thought of 3. 
and confequently remainignorant, not only how the Mr- 
racles that have been written, came to pafs, but even of 
the true Sence and Mind of the Writers. For Example, 

the Prophet Zacharias (chap. 14. v.7.) {peaking of War 

to come, faith; Avd it fhall come io pafs in that day, that 

the light {hall nct be clear, nor dark —— But it foall be one 

day which fhall be known to the Lord, not day, nor night 3 

but at evening time it foall be light, &c. Now by thele 

words he feems to predict a mighty Miracle ; and yet toa 

manconverfant in the Language, Phrafes, and Style of the 

Prophets, it will foon appear, that nathing 1s — 


by him but this, The?the Buttel foal! be fiercely fought by 


both fides, the event of 1t al the day known only to God, but 
in the evening the \ews fhall obtain the vidfory - for in fach 
Allegories and Phrafes, the Prophets were wont to fore- 
tel and write the Vidories and Calamities of Nations, fig- 
nifying thofe by light and day, thefe by darkuefs and night. 
Thus we find Efaza (chap.13.) defertbing the Ruine 
and Devattation of Babylon in thefe words; Ine Sters of 


Heaven, and the Couitellations thereof, foal wot give their — 


light 5 the Sun shall be darkened in his going forth, and the 
Moon fhall not emit the fplendor of her light : which Prodi- 
giesno man of Underftanding believes to have happen’d 


at the Deftrudtion of that mighty City 5 as neither thofe. 
the fame Prophet adds in the fubfequent Verfe; [a7 | 


foake the Heavens, and toe Earth fhall remove out of her 
place. Thus again inchap. 48. ver{.ult. to fignifie to the 
Fews, that they fhould return from Babylon to Fernfalene 


_fecurely, and fuffer no thirft in the Journey, he faith; 


And they thirsted not when he led them through the deferts 5 
he caufed the waters to flow out of the rock for them. By 


which words, F fay, Efaia intended only this, that the 
Jews thall find Fountains in the Deferts (as Travellers 
commonly do ) with which they fhall mitigate their thirff, 


For, when by the confent of Cyrws they went to Ferufa- 
lem, tis evident even from the Hiftory of their return thi- 
ther, that no fuch Miracleshappen’d tothem. After this 
manner of fpeaking, ‘inthe holy Scripture occur very ma- 
ny things , which were only old modes of expreflion 
among the ‘ews, and therefore ought not to be interpre- 


ted according to the Letter, chiefly where Miracles are 


rafhly fuppofed to be intimated. To reciteall thefe, is 


Cafter what I have here faid:}) unneceffary 5 and all I 
would have remark d in the general, is only this, thatthe 


Ge 
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Hebrews were accuftomed in thefe and the like phrafes to 
— fpeak, not only orzately, but alfo, and chiefly devotely;. 
kor which very Reafon in the 1/f. of Kings, chap, 21. 
and F2b 2. v.9. 1s found, to dle/s God, for, to curfe 
and tor the fame, they referr'd all things immediately to 
God, and therefore the Scripture feems to relate nothing 
almoft but Miracles 5 and that too whenit {peaks of things 
moft plainly natural, of which I have already alledged. 
fome Examples. When therefore the Scripture tells us, 
that God harduzed the heart of Pharaohs wearenot bound 
to believe, that it fignifiesany thing, but this, that Pha- 
— rao Was contumacious or ob{tinate. And where ‘tis faid, 
that God opened the Windows of Heaven, we may fafely. 
interpret the words to contain. no other fence but this, 
that Kain fell down fromthe Clouds.in great abundances, 
ce rc de aliis, If our Reader then, laying afide all fuper- 
{titious Prejudices, fhall be pleas’d to confider and remark 
thefe luftances, and withal know, that in the Scripture 
many things are related briefly, without any Circumftan- 
ces, and imperfectly ; Iam fully perfwaded, he will there-. 
in find nothing that-can be apodictically demonttrated to. 
e repugnant to the Light of Nature or right Reafon, but 
on the contrary many things, which how obfcure foever 
they may feem at firft,, he will be able, upon a little Exa- 
- men and Meditation, to underftand and interpret accor-. 
ding to the genuine fence and meaning of the Writer. 
And thus, I think, [have with fufhcient clearneis proved 
what I intended.. > 
~ XH. But yet, before I put an end to this Difcourfe, 
there is one thing more, of which it concerns me to ad- 
vertife the Reader, and ‘tis this ; That the Method here 
propofed for Interpretation of Miracles, ought not to be. 
accommodated to the prejudice of Prophefies said ad 
3 = “ a ire= 


frequently in the Scripture. For of the/e nothing ought 
to be affirm’d, but what may be concluded from Funda- 
mentals reveal’d in Scripture; whereas the Conclutions 
precedent in this Difcourfe, have been inferrd only from . 
_ Principles known by the Light of Nature. Prophetic ts a 
thing which tranfcends the limited Capacity of humane 
~Underftanding, nor can any man comprehend wherein 
chiefly it confifteth , unlefs from Fundaments reveal’d, 
which are purely Theological, But as for Miracles 5 be- 
- caufe what I here. principally enquire ( viz, whether we 
may fafely admit, that'in Nature any thing can poflibly 
happen, that isrepugnant to thé eternal Laws of Nature, — 
or that may not follow from them ) is a Queftion Péi/ofo- _ 
- phical : ¥ have therefore thought it, as more proper, 1 
alfo more advifed, to inveftigate the fame from Funda- 
ments or Principles known by-the Light of Nature. | 
fay, more advifed; becaufe I could have folved this Que- 
{tion from only Pofitions and Fundaments of the Scripture 
it felf; to manifeft which, I will now briefly thew the 
poflibility thereof. os | -— 
The Scripture in fome places affirms of Nature im gene-- 
ral, that fhe perpetually obferves a fixt and immutabie 
Order; asin P/al. 148. v.6. Hehath establifbed them | the 
Heavens and all the Celeftial Hoft, gc] for ever : he hath 
made a Decree which fhall not pafs : and Ferenm. 31.v.35, 
36. Thus faith the Lord, which giveth the Sun for a light 
by day, and the Ordinances of the Moon and of the Stars for 
a light by night, which divideth the Sea when the waves 
thereof roar.— If thofe Ordinances depart from before me, 
faith the Lord, then, &c. And the Philofopher in his Ec- — 
clefiaft.1. v. 9. faithexprelly, that nothing new happens in 
Nature : and in verf. t1,12. illuftrating that Aflertion, 
adds, that though athing may come to pafs, which feems 
| fo a ee fe ee 
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— new, yet reaily ‘tis not new, but the like hath happen’d 
in Ages fo long fince paft, that no memory of them has 
reached downto'us: There és, faith he, xo remeuwbrance 
of former things; neither fhall there be any remembrance of 
things that ave to come, with thofe that fhall come after. 
Again in.chap. 3.0.2. he faith, That God hath appointed a 
Jedjon to overy thing, and a time to every purpofe under the 

| Sua: And at verf14. he faith farther, ] know that what- 
Joever God doth, it fhall be for ever s nothing can be put to it, 
wr any thing taken from at, &c, All which Texts mott 
clearly teach, that Nature always keeps her fixt andim- 
mutable Order, that God hath been the fame in all Ages, 
as well unknown as known to us, and that the Laws of 
Nature are fo perfect and fertil, that nothing can be ad- 
ded unto, nothing detracted from them, and in fine, that 
Miracles are not lookt upon as new things, unlefs by rea- - 
fon of mens Ignorance. Thefe remarkable Truths there- 
fore are ( you fee) exprefly taught in the facred Books : 
butinthem itis no wheretaught, that any thing can hap- 
pen in Nature, which is repugnant to her eternal Laws, 
or which is impoffibleto follow from them and therefore 
I think it unreafonable, to impute fuch Doétrine to the 
Scripture, To thefe Arguments be pleas‘d to fubjoyn fome 
of our precedent Reafons, vz. that Miracles require Cau- 
fes and Circumftances, that they neceflarily proceed from 
the divine Decree, that is (as we have {hewn even from 
the Scripture) fromthe Laws of Nature and her eftablifht 
Order, and in fine, that Miracles may be wrought alfo by 
Seducers and Ivpoftors , as is plain from Dent. 1 3. and 
Mat, 24. v.24. and then, Iprefume, you will perceive it 
to be genuinely confequent from all thefe Premifles, that 
WMiaracles have been zatural things, and ought foto be ex- - 
plicated, as to feem neither zew ( that I may ule Solo- 
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mon's word ) nor repugnant to Nature. And that you 


may the more eafily fo explicate them, Ihave fet down 
fome certain Rules taken from the Scripture it felt. But 
thoughI fay, that the Scripture teaches thefe things, yet I 
donot mean that it teaches them as Precepts or Documents 


-neceflary to Salvation, but only that the Prophets embra- 


ced them as wedo : and therefore it is free for every mam 
tothink of them, according as he hall judge tt moft con- 
ducive to his devoting himfelftothe Worfhip of God, and. 
the/Exercife of Religion, with his whole mind. Which 
agrees exactly with the Sentiment of that wife and grave 


- Author Fo/ephys, expreft in the conclufton of his 24. Book 


of Antiquities, inthefe words. Nulus veri difcredat ver- 
bo uirvaculi, fi antiquis hominibus, G» uealitia privatis via 
falutis liquet per. mare facta, five voluntate Dei, frve fponte 
revelata : dum G» eis, qui cum Alexandro Rege Macedo- 
nie fuerunt oline, ©» antiquitus a refiftentibus Panephilicun 
mare divifun fit, C cunt alind iter non effet, tranfttum pre- 
buit iis, volente Deo per enw Perfarune destruere tuperinm 
ee hoc confitentur omnes, qui aitus Alexandri fcripferunt. 
De his itags ficut placuerit unicnigs existimet. In which 
‘Fofephus ea Pe oN his Judgement of Miracles. I 
add alfo that of Valefivs, a pious man and profound Phi- 
lofopher, who ( iz facre Philofopbie cap. 57.12 Pfal.77.) 


having aflerted that the Mazza'wherewith God fed the 


Ifraelites inthe Defart, though different in fome qualities: 
from other forts of Manna defcribed by Phyficians, was 
yet produced fecuzdum leges nature, wilely fubjoyns this 
Defence of himfelf. Neg; enim elevo Dei concurfum, cum 
naturales rerum caufas inveftigo 5 fed laudo infinitan ejus 
fapientiam, qui tia ounia difpouit, wt etiam que portento- 
fifimea fant, videantur bona ex parte fecundu2 naturalent 
rerum ordinen eveniffe, 9 
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Sandus Au guftinus 72 Epiftola 7. queeft ad Marcellinum, 


Si ratio contra divinarum Scripturarum autoritatem 
redditur, quaxtvis acuta fit , fallit veriftmilitudine , nam 
vera effe non potest : rurfum, {t manifeftilfime certeg; ratio- 

ni, velut Scripturarum fanharum objicitur autoritds 5 non 
intelligit qui hoc facit, ¢» non Scripturarum Warum fenfun, 
ad quem penetrare non potest, fed fuune potius objicit veritati 
nec quod in eis, fed quod in feipfo, velut pro zis, inventt, 
_ Opponit. | 


Burnetius z Teluris Theoria facra, lib. 1. cap. ult. 


Ot in deducendis rerum originibus, non temere recurren- 
dum eftad Primau Caufam 3 ita wec inexplicandis effedis 
(iugularibus , ad Miracula. Hoc omnes agnofcunt , atg; 
etiam fruftra ac temere eo recurri, cuut res aliunde per cau- 

fas naturales fatis explicari poteft. Satis autem explicatur 
aliquod Phenomenon, cujus rationes redduntur adequate, 
idq; juxta analogiam Nature: ita fcilicet, ut cetera Natu- 
va eidem explicationi conjentiat C fuffragetur. 


Dr. Sprat iz bis Hift, of the Royal Society, pag. 360. 


It is a dangerous Miftake, into which many good 
men fall 5 that weneglec& the Dominion of God over the 
World, if we do not difcover in every Turn of humane 
A@ions many fupernatural. Providences, and wiraculows 
Events. Whereas it is enough for the Honour of his Go- 
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yernment, that he guides the whole Creation in its won- 
ted Courfe of Cafes and Effects: as it makes as much to 
the Reputation ofa Princes Wifdom, that he can rule his 
Subjects peaceably by his known and ftanding Laws, as 
that he is often forced to make ufe of extraordinary Ju- 
{tice to punith, or reward. | 
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